CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS
CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
December 11, 2023
CALL TO ORDER
The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M by Mayor Hamm.
ROLL CALL
Aldermen present for Roll Call: Alderman Babb, Greiner (virtual), Amundson, Neuhaus and Neumann.
Also present were Clerk Steele, Deputy Treasurer Reynolds, Building Inspector Dearborn, Attorney Herman, Deputy Clerk Minson, Police Chief Merritt, Fire Chief Hermacinski, Street Superintendent Smith and Water Superintendent Merritt. 
Absent:  Alderman Joos. 
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor 
No report. 
Clerk 
Reminder the next council meeting will be Tuesday,  December 26th.
The Christmas Dinner is scheduled for this Friday at 5:30 at Gills Supper Club.
Will need an exec for the discussion of personnel compensation.

Treasurer 
No report. 
Attorney
No report.
Building Inspector/ Code Enforce
1118 Wesley Rd will be turning in a building permit for work that is being done.  Supplies coming this week.  They have already pulled an electrical permit.
Communication
None.
Citizens Wishing to Address the Council
Several residents spoke to council in regard to the selling of Liberty Hall and the sale of land at Independence Park.  They all believe both discussions should have been done in an open meeting before votes were taken on selling.  Many talked about the good in having Liberty Hall for community events, etc.
Michelle Valentine (Library Board), Jenny Jackson (Library Director), Anthony Thaller, Chris Hermacinski, Mikel Ernst, Nick Higgins, Todd Fortier, Amy Thaller, Dana Dearborn, Dale Little.
They all asked for better communication from the council.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Water and Sewer – Alderman Neumann 
Water main break on St Clair, in the cul-de-sac, no boil order needed.
Law Enforcement – Alderman Amundson
New garage is being put up. It should be done by end of day on Tuesday December 12th.
Streets – Alderman Joos
Truck to be ready tomorrow.  Sweeper needs a hydraulic pump.
Public Buildings / Parks – Alderman Greiner 
Christmas Tree lighting was awesome.  Thanks to the Library, firefighters, and Public Works.
Fire – Alderman Greiner
This weekend will be doing food baskets, sorting, and filling.  Will be delivering on Sunday.
Planning – Alderman Babb
There will be a Planning Committee meeting 12/12/23 @ 7:15pm.
Old Business
None.
CONSENT AGENDA:
APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING CONSENT ITEMS BY VOTE:

       (All matters listed under CONSENT AGENDA will be enacted by one motion and one roll call vote. 

       There will not be separate discussion on these items. If discussion is desired by any Member of the

       City Council, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed immediately after     approval of the Consent Agenda.) 

1.   Approve November 27, 2023, Regular Council Meeting Minutes.

2.   Approve December 4, 2023, Committee Meeting Minutes.

3.   Approve December 4, 2023, Executive Minutes.

4.   Approve Bi-Monthly expenditures in the sum of $93,241.53.
5.   Approve additional $285.65 for annual hose testing. Original approval on 7/24/23 for $1,904.00. Total due: $2,189.60. 
6.   Approve the annual maintenance payment of $5,213.00, to Neptune for reader support.
7.   Approve the 2024 Tax Levy.
8.   Approve $2,025.00 to Midwest Business Networking for IT support.
9.  Approve revised rental fees for Independence Park Pavilion and Marquette Heights Pavilion, effective January 1, 2024.  
10.  Approve amending Title 10, Chapter 4, Section 4-3:  redemption fees for impounded animals. 942
11.  Approve the removal of Chapter 12 Home Occupations from the City Code.  943
12.  Approve employee annual payroll increase, effective 01/01/2024.

13.  Approve the amendment to Title 9, Chapter 6, Section1: updating the water/sewer customer deposit amount to current.  944
14.  Approve the amendment to Title 2, Chapter 3, Section 4:  deleting this section as the fee is set and approved in Title 4, Chapter 1, Section 2: Building Code Amendments.   945
15.  Approve the changes to the City of Marquette Heights personnel policy, section 4.4.
16.  Approve the Paid Leave for all Workers Act ordinance.  941
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

None.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
Alderman Amundson made a motion, seconded by Alderman Neumann to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Alderman Amundson, Neuhaus, Greiner, Neumann, and Babb. Nays: None. Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Approve the resolution to sale Liberty Hall in the amount of $135,000.  All Nays – Motion does not pass.
2.
Approve revised rental fees for Liberty Hall, effective January 1, 2024.  All Ayes – Motion passed.
3.
Approve the resolution to sale a specific portion of land and building in Independence Park in the amount of $80,000.00.  All Nays – Motion does not pass.
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNTIL
Dana Dearborn, Dale Little and Rick Higgins thanked the Council for listening to the residents in regard to the sell of Liberty Hall.  All said the City needs to be more transparent.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY.

Exec for a specific category of personnel.
Alderman Neumann made a motion to exit regular Council Meeting and enter Executive Session for the discussion of a specific category of personnel. Alderman Greiner seconded. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
Council exited regular session and entered executive session at 7:44 p.m.

Council resumed regular session at 8:03 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
Alderman Neumann made a motion, seconded by Alderman Neuhaus to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting at 8:04 p.m. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 
__________________________                       _____________________________________

            Dale Hamm, Mayor                                                  Vikki Steele, City Clerk
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