CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS
CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
March 27, 2023
CALL TO ORDER
The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M by Mayor Hamm.
ROLL CALL
Aldermen present for Roll Call: Alderman Little, Naugle, Neuhaus, Neumann, Amundson. and Greiner.
Also present were Clerk Steele, Treasurer Harris, Water Superintendent Brown, Police Chief Merritt, Street Superintendent Hoehn, Attorney Hermann, Building Inspector Dearborn, Office Manager / Deputy Treasurer Minson and Fire Chief Hermacinski.

Absent:  None.
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor 
AED Grant from Advanced Medical Transport to receive one automated external defibrillator. 
Mayor Hamm read a proclamation declaring April 2023 as Parkinson’s Awareness Month.

A letter of commendation was given to Chelsea Hermacinski and John Hessling of the Marquette Heights Volunteer Fire Department. Officer Baker and Officer Ward from Creve Coeur were also recognized. These individuals all gave CPR to an unresponsive resident during a rescue call and were successful in saving his life. 
Clerk 
The council should start receiving Statements of Economic Interest this week from Tazewell County.
IML in-house training. More to come.
Treasurer 
Budget discussions will proceed at the end of tonight’s meeting.
Attorney
17th bi-annual seminar held at ICC campus will be Saturday, May 13. 
Building Inspector
First draft of the revision of Title 5, Chapter 5 of the city code for Business and Commercial District.  Will be discussed in further detail at the Committee Meeting on April 3rd.
Communication
None.
Citizens Wishing to Address the Council
None.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Water and Sewer – Alderman Neuhaus 
The Briarwood agreement has been received by IEPA. Water Superintendent Brown is acquiring materials. 
The opening of bids for Phase 2 sanitary sewer cleaning and inspection scheduled for April 14 at 11am.
Prairie grass burn education seminar completed with school present, but unsuccessful lighting of the grass due to unfavorable burning conditions. Water Superintendent Brown has since turned over responsibility to Street Superintendent Hoehn to schedule a burn with the fire department at a later date.
The Water and Sewer budget is ready for review at April’s committee meeting. 
Law Enforcement – Alderman Naugle
Squad 19-1 is waiting on motor.
Adjustment to add $14,000.00 to the training line of upcoming FY24 budget.
Agenda Item 3/27/23: Approve $758.48 to Mid Illini Auto Center to diagnosis and replace spark plugs on Squad 17-2.
Streets – Alderman Little 
Alderman Little informed Council that Street Superintendent now lives in city limits and is allowed to take a city vehicle home to respond to emergency and call outs around the city.
Street Superintendent Hoehn is waiting for an appraisal from Koenig on a chassis. More to come.
Call for Exec on personnel to discuss compensation of a specific employee.
Public Buildings / Parks – Alderman Greiner
The first coat of paint has been finished in Council Chambers. Carpet installation to occur after the April 4th elections. More to come on replacing or removing ceiling fans.
Six weeks out on replacement door at Liberty Hall.

The tentative date to open all park’s bathrooms is April 10th. Concessions building to be done this week.

Fire – Alderman Amundson
Truck 313 back in service, another code to be repaired.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt is Sunday, April 9th at 1:00 p.m. sharp. Information will be on Facebook and the city website.

Planning – Alderman Neumann
More to come on evaluating the electrical permit process for solar panel installation.
Old Business
None.
CONSENT AGENDA:
1.  Approve March 13, 2023, Regular Council Meeting Minutes.
2.  Approve March 13, 2023, Executive Meeting Minutes.

3.  Approve Bi-Monthly Expenditures in the amount of $131,841.63.

4.   Approve payment of $5,784.00 to Ron’s Carpet for replacement in office, chambers, and police department. (ARPA / Police Savings).

5.  Approve a payment not to exceed $2,500.00 for conduit and electrician at City Hall roof. - ARPA
6.  Approve $1,079.60 to AG- Land FS for weed control for the streets and ball diamonds   ($431.84 -Streets / $647.76 Parks)
7.  Approve $800.00 to Central Illinois Police Training Center for FY 24 Annual Member Dues.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

None.

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Amundson to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes, Motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS
1.  Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Amundson to approve amendments to the Rec Association contract for use of ball diamonds at Independence Park FY24. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
2.  Alderman Amundson made a motion, seconded by Alderman Little to approve $802.63 to 4B Services for engine light service and new exhaust pipe heat cover. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
3.  Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Alderman Greiner to approve $735.98 to Amazon to purchase a heating and cooling unit for the new chemical room addition. Alderman Neumann questioned if a vender has been located to install this equipment since no communication to Council prior to tonight’s meeting. Water Superintendent Brown’s response was “Yes”, water department will install, and we have a vender to complete electrical. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
4.  Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Alderman Greiner to approve a payment of $61,196.87 to Chuck Hutton Fleet Commercial Sales for a 2022 Chevy Silverado. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
5.  Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Alderman Greiner to approve $2,000.00 to Street Art for Chevy 5500 cab wrap in red. Alderman Neumann questioned if this expense was beneficial just to make the truck match current fleet. A short discussion followed. Roll Call Vote: Alderman Neuhaus - Aye, Little – Aye, Naugle – Aye, Greiner - Aye, Amundson - Aye and Neumann - Abstained. Motion passed.

6.    Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Alderman Naugle to approve $1,796.20 to Water Products for a poly pipe for the outfall at 101 Beloit. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY.

Mikel Ernst, resident of 207 Decatur Road questions Council. Does the City provide 24/7 hour police services by Marquette Police Department?

Chief Merritt responded: We do have 24-hour service, but some hours are being covered by Creve Coeur. 
Mikel: Is there any plan in place that prevents new hires getting hired and then leaving and going to other departments? The concerns came from the most recent new hire who now works for Pekin. 
Chief Merritt responded: It’s just the nature of the beast. People come into small agencies, get trained for fire departments and police departments, then move on to bigger agencies. We try to be competitive in our wages, but we don’t have the funds to compete with these bigger departments. New hires do sign a contract and if they don’t fulfill the contract, they must pay back the training. We are in discussions about extending the time frame from one year to two years.
Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Neuhaus, to enter Executive Session at 7:40 p.m. for purpose of discussion of compensation of a specific employee.  Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
Council exited Regular Session and entered Executive Session at 7:40 p.m.

Council resumed Regular Session at 8:06 p.m.
Office to analysis the cost and upkeep of the Briarwood water systems in the unincorporated Tazewell County subdivision. The council’s decision was to let Water Superintendent Brown inquire with other entities about the purchasing or takeover of that water system. 

At this point the Council analyzed and discussed budgets for five departments. (Fire, Police, Parks, Buildings and Streets). 

At 8:22 pm Attorney Hermann left the regular meeting.
At 8:24 pm Water Superintendent Brown left the regular meeting.
At 8:38 pm Fire Chief Hermacinski left the regular meeting.
At 8:53 pm Police Chief Merritt left the regular meeting.
Analyze the need to increase Wheel Tax fees. More to come.

PCHS updates to come to April’s Committee meeting.

The City’s Engineer from Maurer-Stutz will be at the April 10th regular Council meeting to give an update on the LaSalle Bridge.
ADJOURNMENT

Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Alderman Greiner, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting at 9:12 p.m. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 

________________________________                       _____________________________________

                 Dale Hamm, Mayor                                                 Vikki Steele, City Clerk
2

