CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS
CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
March 13, 2023
CALL TO ORDER
The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M by Mayor Hamm.
ROLL CALL
Aldermen present for Roll Call: Alderman Little, Naugle, Neuhaus, Neumann, Amundson. and Greiner.
Also present were Clerk Steele, Treasurer Harris, Water Superintendent Brown, Police Chief Merritt, Street Superintendent Hoehn, Attorney Hermann, Building Inspector Dearborn, and Fire Chief Hermacinski.

Absent:  Office Manager / Deputy Treasurer Minson.

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor 
No Report
Clerk 
No Report.
Treasurer 
A thank you to Alderman Neuhaus and Water Superintendent Brown for sitting down with him and reviewing their preliminary budgets.

The two options for financing a dump truck are a monthly payment of $2,000.00 or paying in cash. Treasurer Harris’ recommendation is to pay for the dump truck in cash and placing the $2,000.00 / monthly back into savings. This purchase would cut cash reserves down from 6 months to 3 months.

Attorney
An invitation to their bi-annual  seminar on Saturday, May 13th.
Building Inspector
No Report.
Communication
None.
Citizens Wishing to Address the Council
None.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Water and Sewer – Alderman Neuhaus 
The Briarwood agreement has been sent to IEPA for approval.

The open bid process for Phase 2 sanitary sewer has been clarified by Attorney Hermann. Engineer Dan Goode has been asked to proceed.
An employee of the water department failed his first attempt at obtaining a Class D water license. A second attempt has been scheduled for April.
Prairie grass burn rescheduled for March 23rd, rain date will be the following Thursday. 

Agenda Item 3/27/23: Approve payment not to exceed $850.00 to Amazon to purchase a heating and cooling unit for the new addition.
Alderman Neumann expressed concern about ordering a heat pump and having issues with contractors not wanting to install. Advised Water Superintendent Brown to contact contractors before placing an order.  
Law Enforcement – Alderman Naugle
Squad 17-1 is being stripped of parts.
Squad 17-2 to get new tires on after approval of tonight’s meeting.
Chief Merritt met with two new applicants looking to join the force. Would like to extend a two-year commitment offer based on results of power test in April with Council’s approval. One applicant is EMT certified, a former Explorer officer and father is a former small-town chief. Second applicant is a local resident who has military experience. 

Chief Merritt was questioned from Alderman Neumann and Alderman Greiner about reimbursement of training and/or exploring a retention bonus program. 
Streets – Alderman Little 
Preliminary street budget ready for review.

Stormwater regulatory review is scheduled for 6:30 pm on March 27.
Agenda Item 3/27/23: Approve purchase not to exceed a certain amount for a dump truck. Price to be communicated prior to meeting. 

Public Buildings / Parks – Alderman Greiner
Liberty Hall agenda item on consent for approval tonight.
Ball diamond spraying postponed due to weather.
Preliminary Parks & Buildings budget ready for review.

Agenda Item 3/27/23: Approve payment not to exceed $2,500.00 to Lowes for conduit and electrical for City Hall roof.
Agenda Item 3/27/23: Approve amendments to the Rec Association contract for use of ball diamonds in Independence Park FY24.  
Agenda Item 3/27/23: Approve payment to $5,784.00 to Ron’s Carpet for carpet replacement in office, council chambers, and police department. (ARPA / Police Savings) 

Fire – Alderman Amundson
Truck 312 headed to the shop for emissions issue.

Fire departments UTV out of service due to dip stick failure. Ordered replacement part.

Truck 312 needs a valve repaired.

Fire Chief Hermacinski start to plan to purchase a new fire truck. Estimated wait time is two years.
Planning – Alderman Neumann
Schedule to review two or three budgets at the end of next meeting.

Property for sale at 102 Joliet: sale price $20,000.00

Property for sale at Main Street: sale price $60,000.00

Call for Executive Session for setting the price of public property.
Old Business
CONSENT AGENDA:
1.  Approve February 27, 2023, Regular Council Meeting Minutes.
2.   Approve February 27, 2023, Executive Meeting Minutes.

3.  Approve Bi-Monthly Expenditures in the amount of $80,774.01.

4.  Approve $4,308.00 annual maintenance agreement to Altorfer for generator inspections. 

5.  Approve $907.92 to Essence Chemical Company for cleaning chemicals. -Alderman Little
6.  Approve $923.93 to Systemax for printed water bills. -Alderman Neuhaus
7.  Approve John Deere Credit $14,220.00 payment for annual backhoe lease.

8.  Approve Martin Equipment payment of $2,125.00 for annual maintenance agreement for backhoe.

9.  Approve $1,072.99 to Pollardwater for a double check valve.
10.  Approve $4,139.29 to Crawford and Brinkman to replace the emergency exit doors at Liberty Hall. – Men’s Club Donation
11.  Approve payment not to exceed $1,000.00 to Best One Tires for four new tires for squad 17-2.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Amundson to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes, Motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY.

Alderman Neumann made a motion, seconded by Little, to enter Executive Session at 7:42 p.m. for purpose of discussion the setting of a price for sale of property owned by public body.  Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
Council exited Regular Session and entered Executive Session at 7:44 p.m.

Council resumed Regular Session at 8:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT

Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Alderman Amundson, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting at 8:01 p.m. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 

________________________________                       _____________________________________

                 Dale Hamm, Mayor                                                 Vikki Steele, City Clerk
2

