CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS
CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
January 23, 2023
CALL TO ORDER
The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M by Mayor Hamm.
ROLL CALL
Aldermen present for Roll Call: Alderman Little, Amundson, Naugle, Neuhaus, Neumann and Greiner.
Also present were Deputy Clerk Reynolds, Treasurer Harris, Water Superintendent Brown, Police Chief Merritt, Street Superintendent Hoehn, Attorney Hermann, Fire Chief Hermacinski, Building Inspector Dearborn and Office Manager / Deputy Treasurer Minson.
Absent:  City Clerk Steele
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor 
Last week, Mayor Hamm met with energy companies about negotiating electricity rates for the City. The City signed a contract with Energy Harbor which will go into effect June 1, 2023.
Illinois Municipal League Lobby Day is scheduled for April 19th in Springfield Illinois.
Call for Executive Session on Section 5 ILCS 120/2c:1
Clerk 
No Report.
Treasurer 
Mayor Hamm and Treasurer Harris had a meeting with State Representative to talk about grant opportunities for different projects around the city.

New Line of Credit has been established. 
Attorney
No report.

Building Inspector
Rental registration is due January 31st. Office has only received about half and will be sending a second notice out later this week.
Inspector Dearborn asked Attorney Hermann about recommended changes to Ordinance 3-11-10: More to come about a possible revision.
Communication
None.
Citizens Wishing to Address the Council
Men’s Club President Michael Overholt asked for Council’s permission for use of the fielded area at 102 Joliet for their annual spring carnival. The Council had no objections unless property is sold before then. If sold, the location would be relocated to Independence Park near the dog park. Mr. Overholt proceeded to ask if security personnel could be allowed to be stationed on site during the event. Police Chief Merritt agreed as long as it’s one person for security purposes. There would be no issue. 

Men’ Club Carnival is scheduled for June 1st – 4th.

Marquette Heights Men’s Club President will contact all local business to make sure they are aware of the upcoming event.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Water and Sewer – Alderman Neuhaus 
Plow installed on water truck.
Electrical wiring and water lines being installed in chemical room this week.

Water Superintendent Brown is now a Competent Person by OSHA standards for Excavation, Trenching, and Shoring Training.
More to come about a revision to an ordinance.

Law Enforcement – Alderman Naugle
Squad 17-2 new camera system installed.

Gallery Ford is disputing the maintaince of squad 19-1. Dealership says engine light has been on for over 7,700 miles. Police Chief Merritt can have multiple affidavits of people testifying saying that the car has never had an engine light on during patrol, or during maintenance until the day of failure. Attorney Herman tells Council it would cost more in legal fees then paying the dealership to dispute claim of user abuse. Alderman Greiner says City should explore other Ford dealerships who would appreciate to do business with us. A consensus from the Council to Approve $1,000.00 to Ford dealership to repair the motor on squad 19-1. 

Agenda Item for 2/06/23: Approve $1,000.00 to Gallery Ford to repair the motor on Squad 19-1.
Streets – Alderman Little 
Sink hole at the 1400 block of Lincoln and Joliet. Due to the weather forecasted this week, the street department won’t be able to address the issue. Storm drain is very deep in depth and might have to be contracted out. Street Superintendent Hoehn informed the Council.
This week the street department is focused on organization of shop.

Street Superintendent Hoehn is exploring lease options for cycling service trucks.
Transfer of old water truck to streets. More to come.

Call for Executive Session on Section 5 ILCS 120/2c:1
Public Buildings / Parks – Alderman Greiner
Parks & Building’s committee will meet for a committee meeting on January 30th at 6:30 pm at Liberty Hall to discuss about Liberty Hall upgrades.

Adding verbiage to Rec Association agreement about using contract and/or City to maintain fields. More to come.

Two agenda items up for approval tonight: police furnace and council horseshoe table.

Mayor Hamm recognized Alderman Neuhaus with implementing the design of the horseshoe table.

Safety report on the parks coming next meeting.
Fire – Alderman Amundson
No Report.
Planning – Alderman Neumann
City has received an updated appraisal for Main Street property.

Call for Executive Session on Section 5 ILCS 120/2c:6
Call for Executive Session on Section 5 ILCS 120/2c:5

Old Business

None.
CONSENT AGENDA:
1.  Approve January 9, 2023, Regular Council Meeting Minutes.
2.   Approve January 9, 2023, Executive Meeting Minutes.

3.  Approve Bi-Monthly Expenditures in the amount of $125,243.91.

4.  Approve four full time employees to attend a safety seminar in Edwardsville, IL for an amount not to exceed $650.00.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

None.

APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
Alderman Neumann made a motion, seconded by Alderman Greiner to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes, Motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS
1.    Alderman Amundson made a motion, seconded by Alderman Greiner to approve the purchase of fire uniforms from Ray O’ Herron not to exceed $2000.00. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
2.  
Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Alderman Amundson to approve $1,329.96. to JULIE for utility marking in the right of way. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
3.    Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Neuhaus to approve $1,149.67 to Martin Equipment for repairs on backhoe. (WS $574.84, GF/STR $574.83). Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
4.   Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Naugle to approve $4,070.00 to Cordts for a new police department furnace. (ARPA). Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
5.   Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Naugle to approve the design and purchase of materials to complete a horseshoe table by Pekin High School. Amount not to exceed $4,000.00. (ARPA). Construction and placement of table will be in Council Chambers. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY.

Alderman Neumann made a motion, seconded by Greiner, to enter Executive Session at 8:20 p.m. for purpose of discussion of  the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employee , the purchase or lease of real property, and The setting of a price for sale of property owned by public body.  Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
Council exited Regular Session and entered Executive Session at 8:30 p.m.

Council resumed Regular Session at 9:58 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT

Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Neumann, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting at 9:59 p.m. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 

________________________________                       _____________________________________

                 Dale Hamm, Mayor                                                 Tim Reynolds, Deputy City Clerk
2

