CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS
CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
September 12, 2022
CALL TO ORDER
The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M by Mayor Hamm.
ROLL CALL
Aldermen present for Roll Call: Alderman Little, Amundson, Neumann, Greiner and Neuhaus. 
Also present were Deputy Clerk Reynolds, Attorney Hermann, Public Works Director Brown, Office Manager Minson, Police Chief Merritt, Fire Chief Fortier, and Building Inspector Dearborn.
Absent: Alderman Naugle and Clerk Steele.

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor 
Proclamation adopting September 25, 2022, as Gold Star Mothers & Family’s Day. 
Clerk 
No Report
Treasurer 
A thank you to Public Works Director Brown for the tour of Marquette Heights looking at areas of infrastructure concern. 
Attorney
Attorney Hermann apologized to the Council for not having more information on reviewing the City joining a class action lawsuit involving PFAS. 
Communication
None.
Citizens Wishing to Address the Council
Rachel Barnes, representative from Bridgeway Church. She asked permission to use the concession stand on October 29th for the community bonfire. Council agreed. The fire department will issue a permit for the bonfire. Costume contest is at 5 p.m., Not So Scary to follow, and the bonfire will be put out by 10 p.m.
President of Marquette Heights Men’s Club, Mike Overholt, asked Council if police and street departments could be used like pre-covid for this year’s Spook Hollow event. Mike Overholt also asked if there was going to be a labor invoice this year? Office Manager Minson’s response was, “The Men’s Club has in the past reimbursed for labor by giving the City a donation. Last year, the Men’s Club was presented an invoice due to the additional labor, which was above and beyond normal services provided for the event.”   Mayor Hamm and Public Works Director Brown will volunteer to stock bathrooms to lower the costs to the City. Police Chief Merrett expressed concern of liability if a non-city employee (Men’s Club member) was to do work in the park and get injured. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Water and Sewer – Alderman Neuhaus 
Public Works Director Brown will be taking off September 16th.

Postponed the inspection at Briarwood due to a faulty valve until next spring.

Public Works Director Brown questioned Attorney Hermann about Open Meetings Act of having multiple meetings with water committee members. All quorum of City officials must have an agenda, minutes and be posted 48 hours prior to the public. 
Cross training two part-time street employee in water department.
Working with an employee to get water license.

Schedule cleaning of brine pits later this week.
Fire hydrant at 212 Algonquin will be replaced in couple of weeks.
Call for Executive Session on Section 5 ILCS 120/2c:1
Law Enforcement – Alderman Naugle
In the process of ordering cameras for Squad 17-2.
Streets – Alderman Little 
Truck 316 is getting two quotes for breaks and an oil leak.

Updates on making the intersection at Joliet and 1500 block of Lincoln safer. Public Works Director Brown has contacted Ameren to remove service pole on corner and to cut back a bush that is obstructing view of motorists. Street employees have moved the first speed limit sign entering the City from Cole Hollow back.
Agenda Item for 9/26/22: Approve $661.47 to Cranes & Equipment Corp. for annual inspection of bucket truck.
Public Buildings / Parks – Alderman Greiner
Bayview Exterior has not been out to remove facia.
Alderman Greiner pointed out that since the aggregation program has ended with Ameren, the City is trending to be over budget this fiscal year due to the rise in energy cost.

Fire – Alderman Amundson
This Saturday is the City-Wide Garage Sales. Grilling starts at 10 a.m.
Planning – Alderman Neumann
Alderman Neumann will be sending two emails out for review of employee evaluations process.

Alderman Neumann will contact the grant specialist to see what the cost would be for services -Future agenda item. 

Building Inspector – Dana Dearborn

All rental registration inspections should be completed by the end of October.
Alderman Greiner inquired about the building permit for the driveway at 401 LaSalle. A year extension has been given to complete the driveway.

Old Business

None.
CONSENT AGENDA:
1. Approve August 22, 2022, Regular Council Meeting Minutes. 
2.  Approve August 22, 2022, Executive Meeting Minutes.
3.   Approve $3,119.79 to Better Banks for monthly Fire Engine 313 loan payment.

4.  Approve Bi-Monthly Expenditures in the amount of $114,028.00.

5.  Approve $2,000.00 to Clarke for mosquito treatment chemicals.

6.  Approve $531.80 to Water Products for restocking curb boxes, rods, and marker paint.
7.  Approve an additional $102.70 to Altorfer for unforeseen cost from the annual lift inspection.
8.  Approve $522.00 to PTC Select for Microsoft M365 for council laptops.

9.   Approve $4,995 to Motorola for a new squad car camera.
10.  Approve $618.81 to Pulse for installation of new camera in Squad 17-2.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

None.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Amundson, to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes, Motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS
1.  Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Amundson to approve additional $3,200.00 to Water Well Solutions for Briarwood Booster backup system. Original approval for $2,500.00 was made July 11, 2022. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
2.  Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Amundson to approve $1,220.00 to LCD Uniforms for survival vest and outer carrier for new full-time officer. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
3.  Alderman Neumann made a motion, seconded by Greiner to approve the signing of a two-year contract with Comcast for internet and phone service. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
At this point Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Alderman Neumann, to enter Executive Session at 7:36 p.m. for the purpose of discussion of personnel discipline. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.

Council exited Regular Session and entered Executive Session at 7:36 p.m.

Council resumed Regular Session at 7:48 p.m.

1.  Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Neumann to approve the termination of Larry Smith from employment from the City. Roll Call Vote: Alderman Neuhaus - Aye, Little – Nay, Greiner - Aye, Amundson - Aye and Neumann - Aye. Motion passed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY.
Alderman Neuhaus addressed a memo sent out last week involving sewer laterals. A circumlocution discussion enfolded. It was decided that Attorney Hermann will research if the City can bill the City’s construction or repair cost related to utility service lines into the actual cost of the utility to the resident, so that we can refuse service to future owners until that cost is paid.     
ADJOURNMENT

Alderman Greiner made a motion, seconded by Alderman Little, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting at 8:24 p.m. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 

________________________________                       _________________________________

                 Dale Hamm, Mayor                                             Tim Reynolds, Deputy City Clerk
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