CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS
CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
August 8, 2022
CALL TO ORDER
The City Council meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M by Mayor Hamm.
ROLL CALL
Aldermen present for Roll Call: Alderman Little, Naugle, Amundson, Neumann, and Neuhaus. 
Also present were Clerk Steele, Attorney Hermann, Public Works Director Brown, Assistant Fire Chief Hermacinski, Office Manager Minson and Building Inspector Dearborn.
Absent: Alderman Greiner, Police Chief Merritt, and Fire Chief Fortier. 
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor 
No Report.

Clerk 
Executive Minutes on tonight’s agenda have already been reviewed and initialed at the last meeting.
Treasurer 
No Report

Attorney
No Report.
Communication
A thank you letter was received from Phyliss Fritz, 307 St. Clair, expressing her gratitude towards the council on listening to the citizens of Marquette Heights on the trash collection issue.
Citizens Wishing to Address the Council
None.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:
Water and Sewer – Alderman Neuhaus 
Public Works Director Brown wants to sign up for a class action lawsuit for PFAS. Brown will be attending a seminar in October to get more information.

214 LaSalle curb stop repair is scheduled for Thursday of this week.
Brine salt per ton price is increasing.

Law Enforcement – Alderman Naugle
Squad 17-2 has multiple issues involving brakes, tires, and water pump.
Squad 17-2 repair bill from Mid Illini Auto Center will be on the next agenda for $3,709.17.
Streets – Alderman Little 
Waiting on concrete contractor for the remaining MFT projects.
After this past week’s rain, Pontiac and Douglas will have storm sewer repairs.

LaSalle bridge project going out for bid January 2023.

Street crews have removed all the dead branches on tree at Joliet in front of the school. Public Works Director Brown will come back after all City trees have dead branches removed and cut down the “totems”, later this year. Alderman Little stated all trees removed will be replaced to be compliant with Tree City USA.  

Public Works Director Brown working on the idea of putting a project together for an IDOT Grant. The current grant deadline is September 15th.  

Public Buildings / Parks – Alderman Greiner
Mosquito chemical drum has arrived.
A thank you email was read from the Marquette Heights Men’s Club thanking the City for the week of work clearing out the dead trees on Spook Hollow trail. 

Need to order more graffiti cleaner to remove graffiti around City.

Fire – Alderman Amundson
No Report.
Planning – Alderman Neumann
Treasurer Harris and Alderman Neumann will be meeting with a grant writer on Friday.
Building Inspector – Dana Dearborn

Met with Minnesota Limited, the company contracted by Ameren on Fort’s Property to review compliance of ordinance and EPA guidelines. Building Inspector was impressed by the amount of detail and has no concerns with the organization using it as staging grounds. Was invited back anytime if more questions or concerns arise.  

A one-year building permit extension was given to 401 LaSalle Blvd.
Old Business

None.
CONSENT AGENDA:
1.  Approve July 25, 2022, Regular Council Meeting Minutes. 
2.  Approve July 11, 2022, Executive Meeting Minutes.
3.   Approve $3,119.79 to Better Banks for monthly Fire Engine 313 loan payment.

4.  Approve Bi-Monthly Expenditures in the amount of $147,921.81.

5. Approve $2,208.98 to Clarke for mosquito treatment chemicals.
ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:

None.
APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA:
Alderman Amundson made a motion, seconded by Alderman Neuhaus to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes, Motion passed. 

NEW BUSINESS
1.  Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Naugle to approve an additional $1,171.50 to Hoerr Construction for lateral reinstatements on Pontiac. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
2. Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Amundson to approve $3,761.00 to Copperfield Electric for 10 invoices received on August 2nd . Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
a. Invoice #102 – $99.00 – 3/18/22

b.  Invoice #103 - $497.00 – 4/7/22

c.  Invoice #104 - $563.50 – 5/11/22
d.  Invoice #105 - $297.00 – 4/18/22 & 5/25/22

e.  Invoice #106 - $297.00 – 6/10 – 6/16/22
f.  Invoice #107 - $451.00 – 5/20/22

g.  Invoice #108 - $584.50 – 6/23/22 – 6/28/22

h.  Invoice #109 - $206.50 – 6/29/22

i.  Invoice #110 - $99.00 – 6/29/22

j.  Invoice #111 - $148.50 – 7/22/22

1.   Alderman Neuhaus made a motion, seconded by Amundson to $1,297.00 to Maurer-Stutz to prepare IEPA permit for chemical feed permit at water plant. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY.
Alderman Little requested an update from Public Works Director Brown on the tree that fell on Algonquin. Public Works Director Brown stated, 
“There in that storm there was a tree that came down and it was argumentative issue between the two properties. I guess there has been past insurance claims. One party wanted to take it down. The other party objected and the tree a big portion of it came down and crossed our sidewalk on Algonquin. We closed the sidewalk. The tree had made contact with the vehicle out front. We gave them a good three days to get either their insurance claims and figure out what they were going to do. There were still feet dragging, I went and took our ordinance and approached them both on Friday along with our GIS mapping. I assisted them in finding the property pins out front. It was pretty straight forward that the property line went right through the middle of the tree. Maybe a little bigger chunk was on one and the branch that came off it was right on that line. It teetered one way, and I said look, you both are responsible. You both own the tree. If I have to take my guys off work to come clean up the tree up on Monday. I will turn it over to the police that you did not follow suit with cleaning up your thing. They actually came to terms and said yep we will work together and clean this branch up so you don’t have to do this. It actually took place this weekend.” 
At this point Alderman Neumann made a motion, seconded by Alderman Naugle, to enter Executive Session at 7:34 p.m. for the purpose of discussion of personnel performance. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT

Alderman Little made a motion, seconded by Alderman Neumann, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting at 7:56 p.m. Roll Call Vote: All Ayes. Motion passed. 

________________________________                       _________________________________

                 Dale Hamm, Mayor                                             Vikki Steele, City Clerk
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